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PURPOSE:
To dispatch and safely prepare a landing zone.

POLICY:
A helicopter may be requested by any of the following: Medical Director, Attending Physician, Lead Paramedic treating the patient, or the Incident Commander.  The IC is responsible to insure a safe LZ is established and helicopter knows where the Landing Zone is located. 

1. A Landing Zone requires a Sector Commander (SC), who will be the principal liaison with responding helicopter(s).

2. Once a helicopter is requested and enroute a fire vehicle will be dispatched by the IC to the landing zone (LZ).

3. An officer of the PCFD or designated unit shall be sector commander for the LZ  (LZ Sector) under the direction of the IC.

4. The utilization of approved landing zones for emergency helicopters in Peachtree City are designated.  However, at the discretion of the IC and when conditions warrant, an alternate LZ may be used.

5. Any LZ (planned or undesignated) will have at least a 100 foot radial landing zone clear of overhead wires, free from debris, flat, level from surface and marked with a landing point marker, cones, strobes, flares and/or vehicles.  If a landing point marker is used, it must be securely fastened to the ground to withstand rotor wash.  A member of the LZ sector will physically walk around the LZ to insure that debris and obstacles are removed.  The LZ sector officer will describe the LZ and will report potential hazards (wires, trees, etc.) to the flight crew, with special emphasis on the height and location of overhead wires within 300 feet of the LZ.  If the LZ has dry sand or dirt, the on scene engine will use a booster line to wet it down, if possible.

6. The LZ shall be secured by the PCFD by establishing a 200-ft. radial buffer. Only authorized emergency personnel shall be permitted within the 200 ft. buffer area.

7. The coordinates of the LZ can be established by the Fayette County Communications.  Give Dispatch the closest intersection, they will use software to establish the coordinates and pass these onto the helicopter. 

8. PCFD is responsible for the safety of all emergency personnel and the public during landing, on ground time, loading, and take-off of the helicopter(s).  All persons will stay out of the LZ during landing and take-off.  When it is on the ground, emergency personnel will approach the helicopter only after approval from the pilot/flight crew and then only from the front or sides.  Never approach from the direction of the tail rotor.  PCFD persons entering the LZ are to wear a fastened helmet, eye protection, and ear protection when possible.  Do not shine lights on the aircraft, since these may blind or disorient the pilot.

9. A fire engine will be staged at the safest practical distance in a standby mode prepared to move in for a fast attack.  A minimum of two FF (if available) in full turnout gear and donned SCBAs, prepared to makes a fast attack, if necessary.  If a fire attack is initiated, 1-3\4” handlines will be the minimum fire fighting handlines used. One fully equipped FF (Turnout gear and SCBA) with a 20 lb. ABC fire extinguisher on hand shall be ready to move in. Air regulators on SCBAs may be disconnected, but ready in the event of an emergency.

10. The LZ officer will maintain communications with the helicopter, but will not radio it during the last 30 seconds of landing except to report an immediate hazard.  If so, he reports “Abort Landing” or “Go Around”.

11. The LZ officer or IC will report the landing and takeoff of the helicopter(s) to dispatch for time documentation.
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