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PURPOSE:
 Proper and safe testing of all operational hose of the PCFD.

POLICY:
 Hose service testing will be conducted annually or as needed in accordance 


with NFPA 1962. 



Hose Inspection:


Before subjecting any hose to a hydrostatic pressure test, the hose must first be



visually inspected. The jacket should be checked for cuts, abrasions, burns, 



mold/mildew or chemical contamination. Couplings should be inspected for 



damage, out of round threads, frozen swivels, conditions of gaskets and



overall condition.



Test Site:



Select a site that is near a hydrant/water source, that is clean surfaced in order



to prevent soiling the hose. Site must also be clear of any civilians and motor 



vehicle traffic.



Test:



Connect the pumper to a water supply and extend hoses to tested, test length



should be no longer than 300ft. Connect a nozzle or other shutoff appliance to 



the end of each length to be tested. The nozzle or shutoff appliance should



be open and manned. Each length should be slowly filled exhausting all air from



from the hose. At this time, the pressure should be sufficient to have exhausted



all the air from the hose, approximately 50p.s.i. All hose being tested should 



have its 5 digit number recorded for test records and hose ends should be 



marked with a pen or marker at the back of the coupling bowls to check for



slippage from the coupling during the test. Check the couplings and nozzles



leakage and tighten or replace gaskets where necessary.



Raise the pressure slowly to the required service test pressure of 300 p.s.i. for



handlines (1 1/2”, 1 3/4”, 2 1/2” & 3”) and 200 p.s.i. for 5” supply lines. 



Upon reaching appropriate pressure, time and hold the pressure for 5 min.,



during which the entire length of hose should be inspected for any leaks or



defects. Following the designated time period reduce the pressure slowly.



Close the pump discharges and drain the hose. Check the marks that were



placed behind the coupling bowels for slippage, and take the hose out-of-ser-



vice if slippage is noted, or if it has burst or leaked.

When taking hose out-of-service, note on test record sheet hose # along with



reason. Tag with repair tag. It is preferable to mark damaged area on hose for



easy I.D.



Safety:



All personnel shall wear a minimum of a helmet with face shield and gloves 



while on the test site. A qualified pump operator will be at the pump panel



at all times during the actual test and will monitor communications from other



personnel at the site. The pump operator must also use caution in avoiding a



water hammer as well as monitoring the appropriate pump gauges.
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