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Purpose:  To safely and effectively rescue persons at risk for drowning from flat water, swift 

water or underwater circumstances.


Policy:

1.  
Persons engaged in water rescue shall be properly trained and equipped to operate near water.

2.
During any operations or training, any department personnel at risk for falling into water or within 10 feet of the water will wear a US Coast Guard approved Type III or V personal floatation device as described in Policy F-103.  


3.
Peachtree City Fire Department adopts the theory of 

1) REACH, 

2) THROW, 

3) ROW, 

4) GO. 

As this relates to water rescue.  Whenever possible we will avoid committing department personnel into the water for the purpose of rescue.

4.
An early priority in all water rescue situations will be to properly protect victims in harms way with an appropriately secured personal floatation device.

5.
Utilizing the HazMat terminology, PCFD will designate persons operating in the water as in the ‘HOT” zone, persons in boats or functioning within 10 feet of the water’s edge or at risk for falling into the water as WARM zone and those beyond this area in the COLD zone.  All bystanders, Command functions and all responders not actively working on rescue assignments will remain in the COLD zone.

6.
Any department personnel or those under the Incident Command entering the water for the purpose of performing a water rescue must have been appropriately trained and certified for the situation.  In flat-water, they must be Rescue Divers or Swift Water Technicians.  In swift-water they must be Swift Water Technicians.  In underwater operations, personnel must be certified Rescue Divers.  Whenever PCFD boats are used the operators must also be certified to operate the boats.  Other Department personnel may be called upon to perform shore-based operations in support of those in the water.

7.
Other personnel approved by Incident Command may be utilized on a case-by-case basis during water rescue operations.  This could include other city employees and possibly citizens with specific expertise or equipment (i.e. boats).  

8.
Special considerations for personnel accountability will be made in times of inclement weather, darkness or low visibility situations.

9. General Guidelines published herein can never replace the appropriate application of training and experience in the unique circumstances of any given situation.  Due to the operational differences each situation presents, the following guidelines are set forth for Flat-water, Swift-water and Underwater Operations.

Flat Water Incidents:

Flat Water Incident is defined as any person at risk for drowning in any body of water, pool, lake or stream, which does not meet the definition of Swift Water.

In city incident:

Senior Trained Water Rescue (Dive/SRT/Boat) Personnel on any FLAT-water rescue incident will function as WATER RESCUE SECTOR OFFICER if only one team is utilized (Dive/ SRT/ Boat) within the ICS.  If the only team participating were the SRT, the preferred Sector Officer would be the Senior SRT member present at the scene or Water Rescue Coordinator.  If more than one team is utilized a WATER RESCUE DIVISION OFFICER will be used with Sector Officers under him/her within the ICS.  Water Rescue Division Officer or Water Rescue Sector Officer with consultation of any on-scene water rescue personnel will perform a rapid assessment of situation and establish most effective mitigation strategies.  Once an action plan is determined, Water Rescue Sector Officer will brief Incident Command (IC) or the Water Rescue Division who then will brief the Incident Command as operators prepare for rescue.

Teams will deploy themselves in the most effective manner possible working whenever possible in teams of two.  Incident Command will be notified whenever a rescuer or crew of rescuers is entering the water and subsequently when exiting the water.  Special considerations for personnel accountability will be made in times of inclement weather, darkness or low visibility situations.

Out of City Incident:

Minimum of 5 team members shall be gathered, equipped and briefed prior to being deployed, whenever possible.  The Senior On-Scene Trained Water Rescue Personnel (Dive/Swift Water) will serve as WATER RESCUE TEAM LEADER and function as liaison within the incident command structure of the incident.  Teams will deploy themselves in the most effective manner possible whenever possible working in crews of two.  Water Rescue Team Leader will be notified whenever a rescuer or crew of rescuers is entering the water, whenever rescue is complete and subsequently when crew is exiting the water.  The Water Rescue Team Leader will call back and keep Peachtree City Senior Duty Officer apprised of operations including but not limited to: estimate of time for rescue completion, special needs or requests, names of PCFD personnel at scene, and when rescue operations are complete.

Swift Water Incidents:

Swift Water Incident is defined as any person at risk for drowning that is either stationary or being moved by a current as a result of flash flooding, low head dams or other rapid change in elevation resulting in unique hazards associated with quickly moving water.

In city incident:  

Senior Trained Water Rescue (Dive/SRT/Boat) Personnel on any Swift-water rescue incident will function as WATER RESCUE SECTOR OFFICER if only one team is utilized (Dive/ SRT/ Boat) within the ICS.  If the only team participating were the SRT, the preferred Sector Officer would be the Senior SRT member present at the scene or Water Rescue Coordinator.  If more than one team is utilized a WATER RESCUE DIVISION OFFICER will be used with Sector Officers under him/her within the ICS.  Water Rescue Division Officer or Water Rescue Sector Officer with consultation of any on-scene water rescue personnel will perform a rapid assessment of situation and establish most effective mitigation strategies.  Once an action plan is determined, Water Rescue Sector Officer will brief Incident Command (IC) or the Water Rescue Division who then will brief the Incident Command as operators prepare for rescue.

Teams will deploy themselves in the most effective manner possible working whenever possible in teams of two.  Incident Command Officer will be notified whenever a technician or team of technicians is entering the water and subsequently when exiting the water.  Special considerations for personnel accountability will be made in times of inclement weather, darkness or low visibility situations.

Out of city incident:   

Minimum of 5 team members shall be gathered, equipped and briefed prior to being deployed, whenever possible.  The Senior On-Scene Swift Water Rescue Technician will serve as Water Rescue Team Leader and function as liaison within the incident command structure of the incident.  Teams will deploy themselves in the most effective manner possible; whenever possible working in crews of two. Water Rescue Team Leader will be notified whenever a technician or crew of technicians is entering the water, whenever rescue is completed and subsequently when crew is exiting the water.  The Water Rescue Team Leader will call back and keep Peachtree City Senior Duty Officer apprised of operations including but not limited to: estimate of time for rescue completion, special needs or requests, names of PCFD personnel at scene, and when rescue operations are complete. 

Underwater Incidents:

Underwater incidents are defined as any person at risk for drowning who is submerged and has lost the ability to stay afloat.

In city incidents: 

Senior Trained Water Rescue (Dive/SRT/Boat) Personnel on any UNDERWATER rescue incident will function as WATER RESCUE SECTOR OFFICER within the Incident Command Structure if only one team (Dive/SRT/boat) is utilized.  If the only team participating is the Dive Team, the preferred Sector Officer would be the Senior Rescue Diver or Dive Master present at the scene.  If more than one team is utilized a Water Rescue Division Officer will be used with Sector Officers under him/her within the ICS.  Water Rescue Sector Officer, with consultation of any on-scene rescue divers, will perform a rapid assessment of the situation and establish the most effective mitigation strategies.  Once an action plan is determined, Water Rescue Sector Officer or Division Officer will brief Incident Command as rescue divers prepare for rescue.

Teams will deploy themselves in the most effective manner possible working whenever possible in teams of two, with a fully equipped standby diver nearby.  Incident Command will be notified whenever a rescue diver is entering the water and subsequently when exiting the water.  Special considerations for personnel accountability will be made in times of inclement weather, darkness or low visibility.

Out of city incident: 

Minimum of 4 dive team members shall be gathered, equipped and briefed prior to being deployed, whenever possible.  The Senior On-Scene Rescue Diver or Dive Master will serve as Dive Team Leader and function as liaison within the incident command structure of the incident.  Teams will deploy themselves in the most effective manner possible; working in crews of two with a fully equipped safety diver on standby.  Dive team leader will be notified whenever a crew of Rescue Divers is entering the water, whenever rescue is completed and subsequently when crew is exiting the water.  The Water Rescue Team Leader will call back and keep Peachtree City Senior Duty Officer apprised of operations including but not limited to: estimate of time for rescue completion, special needs or requests, names of PCFD personnel at scene, and when rescue operations are complete.
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