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PURPOSE:
To isolate, contain and stabilize hazardous materials at emergency incidents until



Proper officials can require the owner of the product(s) to properly dispose of the



Materials.

POLICY:
a. This SOP will follow the guidelines of the Fayette County High Risk Evacuation Plan.


b. All hazardous materials responses will have the following incident priorities:

(1) Protect life, including the lives of responders, victims, and others 

associated with the incident.

(2) Stabilize the incident.

(3) Protect property and the environment.

c. Hazardous Materials are defined as any explosive, flammable, oxidizer, poison, etiologic agent, radioactive, corrosive, or other substance or material in a quantity or form that may pose an unreasonable risk to health, safety, or the

Environment.

d. Responding personnel will establish and use the Incident Command System

for all HAZMAT incidents. Every HAZMAT incident will have an IC and a Safety Officer. The IC may designate other sectors as needed following the guidelines of the Fayette County High Risk Evacuation Plan. The IC will maintain a written master log of events in chronological order of the actions taken to mitigate the incident, and the results of these actions.

e. All Fire Department vehicles will carry a current copy of the North American Emergency Response Guide for immediate reference.

f. Fire Department personnel will not initiate hazardous materials tasks for which they are not properly trained. ICs will not assign personnel to tasks for which 

they are not trained.

g. A Level 1 response is the minimum initial response to any suspected or potential hazardous material incident. A Level 1 response is primarily for investigative activities and/or to mitigate an incident involving small quantities or low potential materials.  Level 1 response will consist of an Officer, two Engines,

the Aerial, Rescue 8, and an Ambulance.

h.  A Level 2 response is the response to a confirmed incident involving a moderate or high potential and/or a large quantity of material, or any incident requiring protective clothing above Level D (structural firefighting clothing), or

an incident requiring the need to initiate shelter-in-place and/or an evacuation. 
A Level 2 response includes the equipment for a Level 1 response plus a second 

                        ambulance and the Hazardous Materials Team. A Level 2 response within 

Peachtree City may include a request to activate a Reception Center and/or the EOC.

i. A Level 3 response is a response to an extensive incident which will probably require additional manpower, equipment and supplies, or may involve an extended shelter-in-place and/or evacuation area.  A Level 3 response includes the equipment for a Level 2 response plus any additional equipment and manpower deemed necessary by the IC. A Level 3 response WITHIN Peachtree City is likely to require activation of a Reception Center and/or EOC.

j. The IC will ascertain any requirement for shelter-in-place and/or evacuation as soon as possible, and immediately relay that information to Radio and the Fire Chief or, in his absence, the City Manager.

  PROCEDURES:

a. Initial responding units will:

(1) Immediately request current local weather information, including wind 

      direction, wind speed, and temperature.

(2) Remain vigilant for and report any sign of the presence of hazardous materials or adverse effects from hazardous materials.

(3) Approach a suspected hazardous material incident site from uphill and/or upwind staging at an initial position at least 500ft from the site. They will not enter a vapor cloud or contaminated area or place themselves in a hazardous position or situation.

(4) Coordinate with a responsible person or member of management as soon as possible to identify the product(s) and the extent and nature of the problem to include the quantity of product(s) and type of container.  In the case of an incident involving chlorine at a fixed facility, determine if the incident constitutes either a worst-case or alternative scenario event.

Request a copy of an Emergency Quick Reference Guide and a MSDS for each involved product(s).  If needed, request Level 2 and/or Level 3 responses as soon as possible.

(5) If needed, initiate an alarm to shelter–in-place and/or evacuate as soon as possible. This may be accomplished through activation of the Community Emergency Notification System or any other available mechanism.

(6) If appropriate, initiate air monitoring/sampling around the perimeter of the

site as soon as possible. Priority of effort will go to special impact receptors such as schools, Day Care Centers, Nursing Homes, and locations where persons with special needs are known to be present.

(7) Isolate the event within the area of concern as soon as possible and deny entry to all persons.

b. No hazardous material or suspected hazardous material will be washed                    

away or otherwise improperly disposed of.   Members will adhere to Environmental Protection Agency and Environmental Protection Division regulations and recommendations.
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