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PURPOSE:
To establish preventive maintenance procedures for life support equipment utilized by the PCFD Water Rescue Team.  Consistent maintenance practices will extend the service longevity of the equipment and will help ensure the safety of the personnel who operate it.

POLICY:
All life support equipment shall be serviced in a manner consistent with the recommendations of its manufacturer.  Currently, this would entail inspection and service on an annual basis unless the equipment is exposed to extreme conditions.  Extreme conditions would include damage, use in contaminated or extremely muddy water, or very frequent usage.


Therefore, barring unusual conditions or manufacturer’s recommendations to the contrary, all dive team regulators, full face masks, scuba cylinders, dry suits and buoyancy compensators shall be inspected and serviced by a certified repair facility on an annual basis.  This service should include but is not limited to:

1. Visual inspection of the interior and exterior of all SCUBA cylinders, with hydrostatic testing every five years or less in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations.

2. Inspection and replacement as necessary of all seals, o-rings, hoses, high pressure seats and other components required for the safe operation of a SCUBA regulator.

3. Inspection and air-tightness check of the buoyancy compensator, together with an examination of the low-pressure inflator-deflator mechanism.

4. Inspection and repair of all dry suits and dry suit inflator systems.

Personal Equipment:  All members utilizing personally owned equipment during Water Rescue team training or operations must adhere to the same maintenance requirements that departmentally owned equipment is subject to.  Verification of compliance with these standards shall be provided by the member to the PCFD Water Rescue Team Director upon request.

Maintenance Records: A maintenance log shall be kept by the PCFD Water Rescue Team.  Each item will have its own ID number and log sheet or database entry.  Information to be recorded will include:

1. Date equipment was sent for service.

2. Date serviced

3. Date equipment returned from servicing agency

4. Name of servicing agency.

5. Name of technician performing repair.

6. Repair work performed

7. Cost of repair.

8. Date of next scheduled service.

Any equipment that is deemed unserviceable by an authorized repair facility shall be removed from service immediately and clearly marked “out of service, do not use”.  Such equipment will be turned over to the Water Rescue Team Director for further disposition.
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