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PURPOSE:
To facilitate the firefighting, rescue of victims, and accountability of emergency 



personnel on scene of a structural fire.

POLICY:
Exterior of a Structure:
1- Exterior Sectors or exposures shall be numbered Side A, Side B, 

    Side C, Side D in a clock-wise rotation.

2- Side A will usually be the initial position of the Command Post.    

    Selected industrial or commercial facilities may be pre-planned to 

    designate Side A as the recognized or public entrance side.

3- Once specified, the Side designations will not change for the duration  

     of the incident even if the location of IC changes.
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Interior of a Structure:



1- Interior divisions shall be numbered by floors (Ex. 1st floor is Division 1)

2- Crew location is designated by division # and side (Ex. Engine 1    Division 1B)
3.-Buildings having different stories from front to rear or rear to front will be giving a split designation.  Buildings having two stories in front and three in rear will be designated as 2/3.  A preliminary report will be given as “We have a two-slash-three story building with smoke showing from floor one from Side A.”  In short, the number of floors in the front (CP) is given first and the rear last.  This should alert all firefighters that they are involved in a “split” house that might cause confusion.  If the initial report does not state what is really facing firefighters, as soon as it is discovered (walk around) that we have a split structure, announce this to all units on the fire ground. “IC to all units, this building is two slash three structure.”                                                                                                                                         
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