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PURPOSE:
To prepare for and perform Rescue and Fire Suppression Operations as needed for reported aircraft incidents or probable incidents or accidents at Falcon Field.

POLICY:
Peachtree City Fire Department will respond to prepare for and provide emergency services as needed at Falcon Field.  Responses will include coordination with Falcon Field Fixed Base Operations (FBO)(Tel:770-487-2225) and Airport Manager (Mr. John Crosby @  770-639-0397) or Assistant Manager (Andrew Bolton @ tel 678-416-1872).  In the event none of the above are available, the Fire Chief or designated senior officer is authorized to contact Flight Service to close the runway.  Vehicles and apparatus will not enter the runway until it has been closed, and then only after carefully observing for aircraft on the runway or in the approach pattern.  The priority of actions at all events are to (1) save lives, (2) prevent or minimize property damage, and (3) disturb the scene as little as possible to better enable investigation by NTSB or FAA Flight Safety Standards Office.

DEFINITIONS:

1. By FAA definition, an aircraft accident is an event involving an aircraft that results in death, injury or serious damage to the aircraft.  Serious damage is subjective, and will be determined by the NTSB.   They usually decline jurisdiction if there is no death or injury involved, but that is their decision.  NTSB has jurisdiction over commercial and private aircraft accidents and their investigation. (NTSB: tel: 404-562-1666).  

2. An aircraft incident is any other problem or event involving an aircraft that does not result in death, injury or serious damage to an aircraft.  If NTSB declines jurisdiction, FAA Flight Safety Standards (404-305-7200) has jurisdiction to investigate incidents.

PROCEDURE:

1. Alert I:  Fuel Spills/Gas Leaks
                   Engine 02
      Alert II:  All Other Emergencies, Including On Airport Crashes 


        Engine 02, Medic 01, Rescue 01, Battalion 8

2.   The first arriving unit will stop at the parking ramp of the main airport control build (back side).  Establish command per SOP’s and make contact with FBO.  Units will not enter the runway until it has been closed.  

3.  When coordinating with FBO or the Airport Manager, obtain the following information:
a. Type of incident/problem.

b. Whether or not FBO has communications with the aircraft

c. Location of aircraft.

d. Type of aircraft (and tail number if available)

e. Number of souls on board.

f. Quantity and type of fuel on board

g. Any special precautions or hazards associated with the aircraft.

h. Landing strategy, location and time.

i. Provide information to responding units.

j. Whether or not Flight Service (to change NOTAMS and close the runway), the NTSB and/or FAA Flight Standards District Office has been notified, or needs to be notified.  Whenever possible, ask FBO to make the notifications.  If necessary, ask radio to make notifications or call them directly.

k. Notify the Fire Chief or designated senior officer as soon as possible if he/she is not already on scene.  He/she has also been authorized to have Flight Service close the runway.
4.  AIRCRAFT HAS NOT LANDED.   Vehicles, apparatus and equipment will not enter the runway until authorized.  Even after receiving authorization, units will stop on the taxiway short of the runway, and observe carefully for aircraft on the runway or in the approach pattern.  If there are none, they may enter the runway.  Primary emergency lights will be operational whenever on the runway.  Personnel must always be on the look-out for approaching aircraft.

a. Based upon available information, IC will stage apparatus for incoming aircraft.  Typical staging includes one engine to the side and positioned to chase the aircraft as it lands and one engine to the side and positioned to respond to an estimated stopping point.  Engines will stay clear to the side to avoid being struck if the aircraft veers or slides to the side while landing.  The chase engine must exercise caution to be able to stop before arriving at the stopping location of the aircraft.  All vehicles must exercise caution when approaching the aircraft after it has stopped.  Explosions and/or fires are possible due to fuel leaks and heat, friction or static electricity
b  Engine crews on the airport will be staffed with a minimum of three firefighters.  Firefighters will be attired in full bunker gear and SCBA’s when in their staging position and within 5 minutes of initiating active response.
c.  Ambulance(s) will remain in a place of safety (e.g., the parking ramp) until their needed location has been established.  

d.  Other apparatus will be staged or positioned by IC as needed.

a.  All Privately Owned Vehicles (POV’s) will remain in designated parking areas and will not be brought onto taxiways or runways.

b.  Only necessary personnel will be allowed to respond to the incident scene.

c.  At least one engine will remain with the aircraft until the situation has been mitigated and the scene determined to be safe.

d. The preferred agent for protection in case of entrapment, or for fire suppression, is foam

e. Water may be used as needed for a cooling agent.


IF THE AIRCRAFT HAS ALREADY CRASHED PRIOR TO IT’S ARRIVAL AT FALCON 
FIELD
5.   Follow Aircraft Crash SOP A-111.
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